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Introduction 

 

Hundreds of thousands of human beings of all ages around the world, including women and 

children, have their human rights, in particular their right to life and security of person, which are 

negatively affected by the misuse, intentional or unintentional, of firearms. 1 

 

Firearms have been the subject of longstanding controversies in the society, culture and law. 

There are many different types of firearms violence which can be listed as following but not 

limited to: 

1. suicide and suicide attempts,  

2. violent conflicts and disputes,  

3. domestic violence,  

4. unintentional deaths and injuries,  

5. violent criminal activity,  

6. violent acts while intensely distressed, intoxicated, or acutely psychotic.  

 

It should be noted that every nation holds the primary responsibility under the international law 

to promote and protect all human rights and fundamental freedoms within the nation, ensuring 

the right to life and security of person by means such as:  

1. enacting and enforcing relevant national legislation,  

2. paying efforts in dialogue on thematic and practical issues on all human rights regarding 

to the use of firearms are of uttermost need.  

 

1. History/Background 

 

To quote Kofi Annan, the former UN Secretary General, “The death toll from small arms dwarfs 

that of all other weapons systems — and in most years greatly exceeds the toll of the atomic 

bombs that devastated Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In terms of the carnage they cause, small arms, 

indeed, could well be described as ‘weapons of mass destruction’.”, the distortion of human 

rights from small arms, which are commonly known as firearms or guns, can be clearly seen. 

Sadly, 1,000 people are killed by small arms every day, and millions more wounded. 1 Under the 

threat and disruption by the people with guns, people’s lives upended with access to 

development aid, markets, health, education and human rights. 

 

                                                      
1 Center, François-Xavier Bagnoud, et al. The Health and Human Rights of Survivors of Gun 

Violence: Charting a Research and Policy Agenda. Health and Human Rights Journal, 20 Aug. 

2013, https://www.hhrjournal.org/2013/08/the-health-and-human-rights-of-survivors-of-gun-

violence-charting-a-research-and-policy-agenda/. Accessed 17 Feb. 2017. 

 



According to statistics, there are more than 875 million firearms in the world, 75 percent of them 

in the hands of civilians. 2 Surprisingly, guns outnumber passenger vehicles by 253 million, 

which is around 29 percent,3 and about 8 million new small arms, plus 10 to 15 billion rounds of 

ammunition are manufactured annually. The resulted total number of bullets even reached the 

quantity of bullets to shoot every person in the world not once, but twice.4 Not to mention, the 

authorised international trade in small arms and ammunition exceeds US$7.1 billion each year.  

 

Delegates can find published evidence from hundreds of jurisdictions, allowing country-by-

country comparisons of armed violence and firearm regulation around the world at 

GunPolicy.org. The fact that most of the small arms are not misused, and that legitimate reasons 

exist for gun ownership can also be confirmed and found there. Further, it documents the injury, 

death and suffering of gun violence, and shows how all sates monitor and control firearms to 

protect the citizen’s right to safety, public health and human security, etc.  

 

   (Source: Vox)                                          Figure 1 

 

Figure 1 is a map which shows private gun ownership levels around the world measured by the 

numbers of guns per 100 people.  It can be clearly indicated that the USA has the highest levels, 

to be specific, around 88.8 guns per 100 people. The next closest country is Yemen, with 54.8 

per 100 people.  

 

                                                      
2Karp, Aaron.2007.‘Completing the Count: Civilian firearms.’ Small Arms Survey 2007: Guns 

and the City.Cambridge:Cambridge University Press,27 August. (Q177) 
3 Renner, Michael.2008.‘Vehicle Production Rises, But Few Cars Are 'Green'.’ Vital Signs 

Online: Transportation and Communication.Washington, DC:Worldwatch Institute,21 

May. (Q1139) 
4 David A Fahrenthold and Fredrick Kunkle. 2009. ‘Bullets are Speeding Faster Out of Gun 

Shops in U.S..’ Washington Post. 3 November. (N163) 



However, is there a relationship between gun ownership and gun violence? Using data that was 

collected in 2013,  the best fit line in Figure 2 highlights the correlation between gun ownership 

and gun deaths. The states that with higher percentage of ownership are intended to be associated 

more gun deaths. The correlation, though, may not exactly mean the causation relationship 

existed between these two variables, since there are unmeasurable other social factors that should 

be taken into consideration when an analysis over the gun violation is taken, especially when the 

variation of states can be seen fluctuating around the straight line clearly. The exploration on the 

gun ownership and gun deaths may offer the delegates a pathway in solving firearm abuse in the 

form of restricting the firearm’s market by certain regulation.  

 

(Source: Vox/Mother Jones)                 Figure 2 

 

The USA is not an exceptional case, in addition to it, a trend that reflected across the developed 

world, as shown in Figure 3, also suggests as gun ownership increases, so do gun related deaths. 

Without mentioning, the relation between the higher levels of gun ownership do and higher 

levels of gun violence is noticeable. To support with statistics, the gun homicide rate in the USA 

is six times higher than in Canada, seven times than in Sweden, and nearly 16 times higher than 

in Germany.  

 

 

 

 

 



(Source: Tewksbury Lab)                           Figure 3  

                                                                  Figure 4 

 



After revealing the fact of how the gun ownership contribute to the gun death within a nation, it 

is also important to learn the effectiveness of certain method in prohibiting the violation of 

human rights due to the firearms, Seen from the Figure 4, which shows the link between gun 

deaths and stricter controls of firearms in US, it can be found that US states with stricter gun 

control laws have fewer gun-related deaths, which emphasises on the importance of the 

restriction in firearms in the regulation making under the aim of protecting human rights.  

 

The thing is, it is never the development countries who suffered from the misuse of firearms by 

the citizens, Yemen, as one of the poorest country in the Middle East, but also, the second most 

heavily-armed country per capita after the USA is also of the same concern. In the main street in 

Yemen, shops lining up with bargaining merchants, Yemeni market is filled with shopping of 

glocks, pistols, AK47s, M16S, anti-aircraft artillery, bazookas, and nearly any other weapon 

short of an actual tank. No matter a person is rich or poor, s/he must have guns for self-protection 

is a common belief in Yemen. During momentous occasions, such as wedding, people even 

display automatic gunfire. However, bullets may land somewhere as instead of in the 

predesigned area. In 2011 alone, unbelievable, hundreds were injured or killed by celebratory 

gunfire. 5 In addition to the daily use of firearm that leads to undesirable outcome, the political 

unrest and conflict in Yemen shapes the issue in a much more complex landscape. Clashes 

between governments and resulted political turmoil act as an obstacle in solving the firearms 

issue in a long-term way.  

 

Bearing the different situations of the misuse of firearms in different nations and the reasons 

behind them is definitely important for delegates in formulating a Resolution with full regards to 

the benefits of all parties by discussing the possible regulations to be implemented under 

different categories.   

 

2. International Actions 

 

United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs and Arms Trade Treaty 

 

Recognising the urgency and necessity in regulating the contribution of firearms so as to protect 

the human rights, different means of international actions have already been taken. One of the 

well-renowned organisation that helps to deal with the conventional weapons, especially 

landmines and small arms is the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA). It 

was established in January 1988 as the Department for Disarmament Affairs which was part of 

the SG’s programme for reform in accordance with his report to the General Assembly 

(A/51/950).6 

 

The Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) is a crucial chain in regulating the international trade of 

conventional arms under the UNODA. The firearms that ATT is responsible for ranges from 

                                                      
5 Lombroso, Daniel, et al. Gun Control, Yemen-Style. 12 Feb. 2013, 

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2013/02/gun-control-yemen-style/273058/. 

Accessed 16 Feb. 2017. 
6 “About Us.” UNODA, 2011, https://www.un.org/disarmament/about/. Accessed 11 Feb. 2017. 

 



small arms to battle tanks, combat aircraft and warships. Entering into force on 24 December, 

2014,7 the ATT is gradually becomes mature, whilst limitations in its practicability and 

enforcement are still questioned by the asymmetric information shared by the governments.  

 

To make up the deficiency of the practicability, Pacific nations like Fiji Islands, French 

Polynesia show their support in their ratification and implementation of the ATT, in the form of 

the Small Arms Survey worked with the New Zealand Government in developing model law as 

it applies to states in the Pacific region. The publication ‘Arms Trade Treaty: Model Law” 

presents model legislative provisions to assist in identifying and translating ATT commitments 

into national legislation. The model law offers a solid framework to guide Pacific states, and 

small states in other regions, in implementing the ATT. Delegates can find the publication in 

Appendix I for further reading. 

 

The International Action Network on Small Arms 

 

The International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA) is another international non-

governmental organisation recognised by the UN. IANSA is a global movement against gun 

violence by linking civil society organisations working together to stop the proliferation and 

misuse of small arms and light weapons, and all ownership of firearms by anyone. Believing that 

people can be safer with reduced amount of weapons, IANSA pays efforts in the improvements 

on the pre-exist firearms regulation and strengthens the supervision and control over the arms 

transfer. The current network of it has over 700 members that undertake research, advocacy and 

campaigning to promote local, national, regional and global.8 IANSA did take a step forward 

with a good attempt in strengthening people’s human rights, however, the ideology it withhold is 

not in accordance with perspectives from certain countries, for example, Yemen, which believes 

that it is the firearms that make them safer. Hence, the carrying out of measures determined by 

IANSA is of difficulty, while its inability in dealing with different political philosophy also 

makes it lose effectiveness.  

 

United Nations General Assembly and Human Rights Council 

 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) has also paid a lot of efforts in the firearms 

contribution. The resolution 53/111 of 9 December 1998 decided to establish an open-ended 

intergovernmental ad hoc committee for the purpose of elaborating a comprehensive 

international convention against transnational organised crime and of discussing the elaboration 

of certain aspects such as: 

 international instruments addressing trafficking in women and children 

 the illicit manufacturing of the trafficking in firearms, their parts and components and 

ammunition,  

 illegal trafficking in and transporting of migrants. 

 

                                                      
7 Model Law to Support Pacific States in Implementation of the ATT. 25 Nov. 2016, 

http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/about-us/highlights/highlights-2014/att-model-law.html. 

Accessed 11 Feb. 2017. 
8 “About Us.” IANSA, http://www.iansa.org/aboutus. Accessed 11 Feb. 2017. 



The Resolution 54/126 of 17 December 1999 acts as a catalyst for the previous resolution, which 

requested the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of a Convention against Transnational 

Organised Crime to continue its work, in accordance with resolutions 53/111 and 53/114 of 9 

December 1998, and to intensify that work in order to complete it in 2000.  

 

Resolution 55/383 of 8 June 2001 further worked on the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration 

of a Convention against Transnational Organised Crime with a protocol against the Illicit 

Manufacturing of the Trafficking in Firearms, Their Pars and Components and Ammunition, 

supplementing the UN Convention against Transnational Organised Crime. 9 

 

Emphasizing on the transnational trade of the firearms in these 3 Resolutions, delegate should 

notice that the contribution of the firearms mentioned in the topic does not only limited to the 

domestic aspect, but an international one. Even though, the proper regulation over the illegal 

transportation should be desired by all parties and nations ideally, it is unavoidable that some 

nation’s citizen’s benefit will be threated as a result of this, especially in those areas with 

political unrest, and thus becomes an opposing force in the successful carrying out of the codes.  

 

Overall. the above three resolutions all pay an effort in solving the international trafficking of 

firearms with an attempt to prevent the abusing of small arms to protect human rights. On the 

other hand, General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006, and Human Rights Council 

resolutions 5/1 and 5/2 and decision 5/101 of 18 June 2007, 16/21 of 25 March 2011, and 26/27 

of 20 June 2014 all paid attention to the human rights and the regulation of civilian acquisition, 

possession and use of firearms. Delegate is encouraged to search for these resolution to see the 

proposed resolutions over the topic and their limitations in the final pursuing of the ultimate goal 

of protecting human right. For the contents that are considered to be appropriated 

 

European Union 

 

Besides the action taken by the UN, countries around the world have also elaborated on local 

legislation and regulation regarding to the firearms. At the European Union level, acquisition and 

possession of weapons and related matters are regulated by two Directives, which designed to:  

1) ensure control of acquisition and possession of weapons,  

2) facilitate the flow of firearms in a single market, and transpose into EU law the United 

Nations Protocol Against the Illicit Manufacturing and Trafficking of Firearms.   

 

The flow of firearms is obviously a notable problem that the EU should encountered with under 

its special trading system of the single market, which eliminates the rules of origin and simplifies 

the customs checks in the way of tax or tariff imposing.  

 

Motivated by that, both Directives contain several minimum requirements, which is: 

1) EU Members are free to impose more stringent rules pertaining to firearms, 

2)  EU members are required to ensure that any firearm is marked and registered in the form 

of licensing prior to entering the market Under the Directive 91/477/EEC. and 

2008/51/EX. 

                                                      
9 Resolution Adopted by the General Assembly. 2001. 



These minimum requirements aids for the identification of the firearms, along with the 4 

categories EU divided the weapons into based on their level of dangerousness: 

1) Prohibited, 

2) Subject to authorisation, 

3) Subject to declaration, 

4) Those that are not subject to requirements. 

 

The EU has also taken action at the external borders by adopting a Regulation in 2012 to impose 

controls on export authorizations for firearms, in which the export of a firearm to anyone in a 

third country is less than 18 years old is prohibited. By doing so, the EU transposed into internal 

law article 10 of the UN Protocol.10 

 

United States of America 

 

Undoubtedly, the USA, as the nation that includes nearly 30,000 deaths annually alone by the 

abusing of firearms, excluding military conflicts, has formulated policies in preventing 

trafficking of firearms, for example, the improvement made on licensing. Issued by the Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (BATFE), it is agreed that the screening of all 

firearm purchases by a background check to verify the buyers’ eligibility status, mandatory 

reporting of gun thefts, one-gun-per-month limits, banning of high-risk firearms, and tracing of 

the source of crime guns. Whereas, the one-gun-per month limits is issued in only three states. 

Learning from the case of Virginia’s one-gun-per-month law which indicated that law reduced 

interstate trafficking of firearms bought in Virginia, the limits may be considered to be widely 

applied in other states, whilst as well, in other countries with minor modifications.11 

 

South Africa  

 

South Africa’s current firearms regulatory framework consists of the Firearms Control Act 

(FCA) and its subsidiary legislation, which has been in place since 2004.  This framework 

imposes strict requirements on having an access to possessing a firearm, dealing in firearm or 

carrying out related activities. The requirements mainly focus on the competency certificate, 

license, permit, or authorization, which is becoming difficult to get. The question is, to fully 

implement the legislation under such framework, the licensing requirement should be universal 

identical, which should be under the discussion during the conference session. 12 

 

For more details in the firearms-control legislation and policy in Australia, Brazil, Canada, 

China, Egypt, Germany, the United Kingdom, Israel, Japan, Lebanon, Mexico, New Zealand, 

Norway, Russia, Singapore, South Africa, Spain, Switzerland, European Union, delegates are 

encouraged to read Appendix II and to search for desirable information.  

 

                                                      
10 Papademetriou, Theresa. Firearms-Control Legislation and Policy: European Union. 30 July 

2015, https://www.loc.gov/law/help/firearms-control/eu.php. Accessed 11 Feb. 2017. 
11 Vernick, Jon S, and Daniel W Webster. Policies to Prevent Firearm Trafficking. Vol. 13, no. 2, 

1 Apr. 2007, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2610592/. Accessed 11 Feb. 2017. 
12 https://www.loc.gov/law/help/firearms-control/firearms-control.pdf. Accessed 11 Feb. 2017. 



3. Bloc Positions 

 

United States of America 

 

The public opinion about the firearm control in the USA held by the public is to have appropriate 

restriction over the manufacture and sale of guns, since the policy domain has been stable over 

time. Whereas, this does not indicate their will to fully ban the sale of guns, even in the context 

of frequent profile mass shootings. This may due to fact that guns often appear as a symbol of 

individualism and freedom from government tyranny. As it is suggested, the legislation 

introduced in the Congress of 113th and 114th to ban the ownership of automatic and semi-

automatic weapon did not pass. Despite of the dispute holds within the horizon of restriction 

imposing, the USA citizens and government holds a consensus on performing background check.   

 

Japan  

 

Different from the USA, Japan has a zero tolerance of gun ownership by the citizen, which may 

contribute to its low crime rate due to the misuse of firearms. It is described its gun control laws 

as “the most stringent in the democratic world.” There also several other countries have heavy 

regulation over the gun ownership, for example, China, India, Indonesia.13 

 

Israel 

 

In Israel, personnels can only possess firearms legally with specific license. The list of people 

who are eligible include Israel Defense Forces, retired police officers with the rank of sergeant, 

retired prison guards with the rank of squadron commander, etc. It is worth mentioning that 

soldiers are required to leave their weapons on based when not on active duty.  

 

Australia 

 

Australia is a typical example of country that once had weak licensing system and no 

requirement to register guns, and then announced and enforced licensing and registration system 

for people who wished to have firearms. However, it should be noted that the national gun 

buyback policy has caused revenues gained from the buying of it, which is currently 185 million 

pounds. This can be one of the reason for countries like the USA refused to get “prepared to act 

on their tragedies”.14 

 

Germany 

 

Germany has one of the highest ownership of firearms in the world, however, the deaths caused 

by the gun homicide remains the lowest. Since 2012, the incidents caused by gun crime has 

                                                      
13 Masters, Jonathan, et al. How Do U.S. Gun Laws Compare to Other Countries?. 14 June 2016, 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/how-do-u-s-gun-laws-compare-to-other-countries/. 

Accessed 16 Feb. 2017 
14 “Trigonometric Integral.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 11 Jan. 2017, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trigonometric_integral. Accessed 16 Feb. 2017. 



declined by almost a quarter. Yet, Germany launches a new problem under the abusing of 

firearm, which is the inclining high-profile shooting nowadays. Under such situation, Germany 

becomes the only country that needs any one under 25 year old who applies for the gun 

ownership to undergo a psychiatric evaluation; whilst for those who are above 25, especially 

hunters or sports shoots, will take the psychiatric tests whenever they display certain behaviour, 

such as being caught drink-driving. 15 

 

 

Yemen 

 

The problem exited in the firearm distribution in Yemen can be categorised into two aspects: the 

government acquisition and individual gun ownership. The government acquisition in Yemen is 

considered to have military trade relations with the USA, the EU, etc. With the shipment through 

cables, concerns over further small arms proliferation in Yemen arises. Meanwhile, the 

individual gun ownership through the market transection is restricted within a limited range of 

domestic production under the weapons system. It can be seen that the measures to be taken in 

Yemen not only requires local law and legislation efforts, but also intergovernmental 

cooperation, which possibly involves agreement on the trading of firearms with specific quota 

and tariff setting and sanction to be formulated. The cross-border mutual communication system 

should also be given full attention to.16 

 

4. Key Terms 

 

UNODA 

 

United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs—One of the disarmament effort it provides that 

is related to the topic is efforts in the area of conventional weapons, especially landmines and 

small arms. 

 

ATT 

 

The Arms Trade Treaty—It is a multilateral treaty that regulates the international trade in 

conventional weapons. 

 

IANSA 

 

The International Action Network on Small Arms—It is a global movement that aims at 

combatting the gun violence, stopping the proliferation of the misuse of firearms and small 

weapons by reducing demands, strengthening controls over firearms trading and improving firms 

regulation, 

                                                      
15“HTTP Status 404.” Bundeskriminalamt, Accessed 17 Feb. 2017. 
16 Liang, Xiaodon. Middle East Arms Trade: Yemen. https://www.facebook.com/WordPresscom, 

6 Apr. 2011, https://armscontrolnow.org/2011/04/06/arms-sales-to-yemen/. Accessed 17 Feb. 

2017. 

 



 

BATFE 

 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives—It is a law enforcement agency that 

protects the USA’s citizens from the illegal trafficking and use of firearms and other illegal 

activity related to tobacco, alcohol and explosives by undertaking information sharing, research 

and use of technology, etc.  

 

FCA 

 

Firearms Control Act—It is a comprehensive firearms-control regulatory regime in South Africa 

 

5. Possible Solutions 

 

The solutions to be proposed in this committee with an effort to solve the issue should basically 

take two questions into consideration: What can be done domestically? and What can be done 

internationally? 

 

The domestic efforts may take the the improvements made on licensing, background information 

system, registration for buying guns, etc as priority, possibly with new requirements and 

legislation setting in restricting the sales of firearms and compressing the gun market 

transections. Also, further efforts make on advertising campaign, psychiatric tests might also be 

expected be carried out local government.  

 

However, as an intergovernmental organisation, the United Nations, should not intervene a 

nation to formulate its own law and regulation over the distribution of firearms as this may be 

regarded as offences towards national sovereignty. So, instead of putting much efforts on 

encouraging a specific country to perform certain action, the committee should pay attention to 

work as a whole by cooperating and collaborating with one another. The cooperation can take 

place in the following forms of information sharing system of suspected firearm trafficking 

personnels, multilateral agreement on licensing when transnational trading takes place, new 

quotas and tariff setting in the international trade of firearms, etc. These international efforts are 

strong back-up for the domestic law setting, which enhance the enforcement of specific 

regulations and laws. Delegates should remember that in order to make the implementation of 

new solutions feasible, funding system and supervision department should also be under 

spotlight. 

 

Highlighting the differences lie in the various conditions of firearms ownership in different 

countries, delegates may find it help to classifying resolutions to be carried out divergently in 

regions at variance by the political, social or economic context. Last but not the least, the ethics 

in the distribution of firearms is of great concern. It is of crucial importance for delegates to 

ponder over whether the advantages of gun ownership outweigh the disadvantages in the form of 

self-protecting method.  

 

6. Conclusion 

 



The involvement of human rights in the firearms issue is very complicated, given the various 

background and history behind a nation’s firearm policy. It is always debatable whether the gun 

ownership allows people to attain human rights by staying independent and at an equal status 

with the government, or not due to the violent gun homicide. As the delegate of the Human Right 

Council, it is imperative to hold the goal of ensuring human rights of every individual in the 

cooperation and collaboration process. Fruitful debate and specific and comprehensive resolution 

that fit in the interests of the nations and solve the issue in both a short run and a long run are 

expected from the delegates.  
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