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Introduction 

Sustainability, defined as “the ability to meet current need without hindering the ability of 
future generations to meet theirs”, has long been one of the most crucial guiding ideologies 
regarding developments of economy, society and environment, especially for countries 
facing economical, social and 
environmental issues including 
Developing Countries and 
Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs) . Many of these 
countries are located in the 
continent Africa and Asia 
which are loaded with more 
than 80% of the world 
population while 46% of them 
live in rural areas, lots of them 
face high poverty rates, poor 
living conditions and social 
turmoil, harming the social and 
natural environment to a great 
extent. The worsened 
environment then aggravate the 
poverty of member states, 
entering a state of vicious 
spiral or even regional warfare. 
According to the World 
Population Prospects released 
by the United Nations, the 
population of Africa will 
quadruple by the year 2100. It 
is therefore important to 



resolve the present issues to minimize the threats to sustainability brought by the explosion 
of population in less developed states and also end this vicious spiral.“There can be no 
sustainable development without peace and no peace without sustainable 
development.” As President of ECOSOC, Frederick Musiiwa Makamure Shava states, 
sustainable peace is the footing stone of sustainable development. 

Energy as a resource that is fundamental for nearly all human’s activities in the modern 
world, is highly relevant to people’s health, education and productivity so that sustainable 
energy is a vital aspect of sustainable development. It is focused by a wide range of UN 
agencies, initiatives and projects including the global initiative called Sustainable Energy 
for All (SE4All) to achieve universal energy access, improve energy efficiency, and increase 
the use of renewable energy. 

International and Regional Actions on Investing Sustainable Energy 

In 2000, UN Millennium Project set Millennium Development goals(MDGs) that identified 
energy an essential target. While in 2015, the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC)  adopted the Paris Agreement with the aim of strengthening global 
responses to climate change in terms of Member States, civil society, the private sector, 
financial institutions, and other stakeholders. The MDGs were replaced by the Sustainable 
Development goals(SDGs) in which the SDG7 brings about energy access, investment in 
renewable energy, energy efficiency, energy infrastructure, clean energy technology and 
sustainable energy services for developing countries.  “Funding for infrastructure projects is 
a challenge that has not yet been surmounted in Africa and most countries in special 
situations,” the president of ECOSOC emphasizes that infrastructure and industrialization 
are critical for the countries furthest behind and the barriers of funding for these projects 
need to be eliminated not only to stabilize the operation UN official funding, but also to 
attract investments from private businesses. 

With regard to specific energy-related issues, the UN has adopted the following programs. 
The Istanbul Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries(LDCs) for the 
Decade include the goal of enhancing capacities in energy production, trade and distribution 
with the aim of ensuring access to affordable, reliable and renewable energy for all by 2030, 
along with the efficient use and distribution of energy being emphasized as a critical factor 
of enhancing productive capacity. Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing 
Countries for the Decade 2014-2024 focus on the upgrade of energy infrastructures for 



Landlocked Developing Countries(LLDCs). Additionally, the importance of the “creation of 
networks of regional renewable energy and energy efficiency centre” is also stressed as a 
contributor to sustainable and inclusive growth by increasing productivity across all sectors, 
facilitating market expansion(including energy market) beyond borders to take advantage of 
economies of scale, lowering costs and facilitating access to energy and services. 

Speaking of the application of such projects or acts, financial problems in funding and 
follow-up maintaining of these projects is a major obstacle. The SE4All is underfunded with 
only $400 billion annual investment present while approximately $1200 billion is required 
to reach the expected outcomes by year 2030. Since international and national aids cannot 
provide enough funding, the need for investment from the private sector is inevitable.  

Alternatives to funding for investment 

As mentioned above, investment from the private sector is urgently demanded. Actually, the 
private sector has already stepped in to fill the gap of energy needs for rural areas by 
“bringing equipment, expertise, specialist knowledge and more effective management”. It is 
identified by the International Energy Agency(IEA) that mini-grids, off-grids, small-scale 
and renewable energy powered electrical distribution networks as “more economically 
sustainable provision of rural energy”. Many of the off-grid solutions, are specifically 



designed to meet the energy needs in rural areas, including decentralized systems like 
individual appliances(solar powered radios, solar flashlights), battery charging stations(PV 
and wind battery stations), commercial packages which are supplied in a kit form or with 
installation and maintenance services(Solar Home Systems(SHS), street lighting packages) 
and tailored packages such as tailored made PV and wind generation. Alternatively, micro-
grid and mini-grid systems are also available for small-scale grids that are often used for 
schools, community centers being powered by a variety of Renewable Energy-based 
technologies such as hybrid power systems, fossil diesel and so on. 

Though the Renewable Energy-based technologies are already mature, the sale, installation, 
operation and maintenance are remaining problems for the investments to be efficient, 
sustainable as well as long-term benefiting. Training of local salesman, installers, technical 
personnel is fundamental so that market-driven business models like Operation and 
Maintenance models (O&M) ought to be carried out. 

However, the application of such investments are facing exorbitant obstacles, not only due 
to the high cost of installing , managing and maintaining Renewable Energy systems(RES) 
but also because of the governmental bureaucracies or the imperfection of legislations on 
RES and international investment. These institutional drawbacks cause the lack of 
incentives for interest-driven private businesses to invest in such rural areas. To foster 
private investments, measurements should be taken by local governments to offer 
preferential policies by approaches like subsidizing, lowering tariff, protection on 
intellectual properties.  

International and Regional Actions on Promoting Sustainable Peace by Addressing the 
Root 

Although it was expressed by the early versions of the Charter of the United Nations that 
peace building is to “save succeeding generations from the scourge of war”, the key of 
promoting sustainable peace lies in providing equal civil, economic and social rights due to 
the fact that conflicts are often triggered by “economic despair, social injustice, and political 
oppression”, resulting from roots causes like “inequalities in sharing the wealth of natural 
resources, social discrimination, lack of civil rights in oppressive states, terrorism and 
violent extremism”.   



Apart from investing in sustainable Energy for rural areas, the UN Millennium Project set 8 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) that aims to prevent conflicts by “reducing 
poverty and achieving broad-based economic growth”. Similarly, these goals are also 
renewed in 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to become Sustainable Development 
Goals 16 which focuses on “Promoting peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, providing access to justice for all and building effective, accountable and 
inclusive institutions at all levels”.     

When it comes to this committee, ECOSOC has already established some cooperating 
mechanisms including Ad Hoc Mechanisms that “create a framework for advisory group(s) 
on African countries emerging from conflict with a view to assessing the humanitarian and 
economic needs of these countries and elaborating a long-term programme of support that 
begins with the integration of relief into development.”, or addressing the issues to existing 
commission and programs like UN Development Programme (UNDP). 

The roots of conflict  

The majority of the conflicts are believed to be caused by various causes which are 
“context-specific, multi-causal and multidimensional”, including political( weak state 
institutions, elite power struggles and political exclusion, breakdown in social contract and 
corruption, identity politics), Socioeconomic( inequality, exclusion and marginalization, 
absence or weakening of social cohesion, poverty), resource and environmental 
factors( greed, scarcity of national resources often due to population growth leading to 
environmental insecurity, unjust resource exploitation).   Among these factors, resource and 
environment also has certain relevance to the issue of sustainable energy above and can be 
tackled in a parallel way. 

Regarding the natural resources, conflicts on high-value or essential resources usually take 
place in states that is short of or rely on the exploitation of natural resources, and these 
conflicts are sometimes attributed to the case of territorial sovereignty. For rural areas 
without adequate supply of necessities and energy, force majeure like droughts and floods 
will cause severe scarcity of food, water and electricity, leading to panic or even social and 
economic turmoil inside a nation. 



  

 
 




