
Measures to alleviate and resolve the Yemeni Civil War  
 
Committee: Security Council 
Student Officer: Eric Lee, Under Secretary General 
 
 

 
 
Introduction 
 
In recent times, Yemen has become politically unstable with civil war. This civil war was created                
from disagreements between two different factions, the Houthi(insurgents) and forces loyal to            
the current government of Yemen (Composed of rival Sunni locals), where gunfire was             
exchanged in multiple different occurrences. 
 
The conflict in Yemen began on March 22, 2015 and has been largely underrepresented by the                
media over conflicts in other parts of the world such as in the disputed land of Jammu and                  
Kashmir has been in dispute since the late 1940’s. It is imperative for the United Nations to play                  
a role in achieving mutual cooperation between the forces to insure future peace and stability in                
the Middle East.  



 
 
History/Background 
 
Yemen is situated on the edge of the Middle East, currently a unstable and damaged region of the                  
world. The Yemeni Civil War occurred in March 22nd, 2015 as a result of a dispute between two                  
opposing sides claims for power in the Yemeni government. 
 
However, in the past decades, Yemen has also fell victim to other issues of conflict and political                 
instability, even going to divide Yemen into two separate different states over different             
ideologies. Yemen has not been getting the coverage in the international media that it desperately               
deserves for the sake of the citizens and government of Yemen. 
 
Although beginning in 2015, there was an incident beforehand in 2014, where Houthi rebel              
forces, aided by rogue army units were able to overthrow parts of the current Yemen               
government. While they still have a lot of land belonging to the government, they have slowly                
begun to lose such land against organized action by airstrikes and international support from              
multiple countries, mainly the government of Saudi Arabia which is backed by strong allies such               
as France, UK, and the United States. 
 
Yemen is still far away from any real peace deal and as a result, can be determined that                  
international assistance is required in order to progress the issue further.  
 
International Action 
 
1967- People’s republic of Yemen is founded. Creates two different Yemeni governments. 
 
1969- People’s republic of Yemen joins the USSR socialist/communist bloc. Adjusts 
governments accordingly to Soviet Ideals. 
 
1972-Border issues between North and South Yemen. Peace is brokered  
  
1979- War clashes between North and South Yemen. 
 
1990-Yemen reunites, under one president. Tensions from the past division still exist. 
 
1994- Attempted Split between Yemen government and rebels 
 
Yemen clashes with Eritrea over disputed lands in the Red Sea. 



 
2000-2002- Post-9/11 and Pre-9/11 attacks occur on Yemen soil to American ships/military            
personnel. 
 
2004 June- Houthi insurgency occurs with battles occurring in the North. 
September -Government claims forces have killed the leader of the Houthi movement. 
 
2005- Fighting continues in Yemen. 
 
2006- President Saleh wins another term. 
 
2007- Ceasefire agreed upon. 
 
2014- Houthi Rebels overrun capital in September 

2015- January - Houthis reject draft constitution proposed by government. 

2015- February: Sanctions are renewed over a period of 13 months and UNSC resolution 2201 is                
passed. 

2015 March - Islamic State carries out its first major attacks in Yemen and Saudi-led coalition of                 
Gulf Arab states launches airstrikes against rebel targets and imposes naval blockade. 

2015 April- Security Council puts an arms embargo(ban) on Yemen rebels, demands resuming             
talks between two countries. 

2015 September - Saudi-backed government forces recapture the port city from Houthi forces             
and launch advance on Aden. 

2016 Feb: Resolution 2266 is passed by the UN Security Council 

2016 April - Start of UN-sponsored talks between the government on one side and Houthis and                
former President Saleh's General People's Congress (GPC) on the other. 
 
Bloc Positions 
 
Saudi Arabia 
 
Saudi Arabia is the leading country in the matter that is helping Yemen. As a member of the                  
Arab league and a close geographically ally to Yemen government, they will be key in the                
international help against the rebels. Saudi Arabia has recently conducted a number of             



controversial airstrikes that have been considered to harm civilians as well as rebels and has been                
targeted by the Russian media.  
 
United States 
 
The United States is generally in favor of helping assist with the Saudi Arabians in their                
airstrikes against rebel forces and helps pro-government forces deal with the rebel forces.  
 
Recently, a raid in Yemen was conducted by the US Navy Seals(Elite counter-terrorism force) to               
take out targets and suspected members of terrorist organizations. US has increasingly been             
involved in the conflict as the military and defense spending has increased under new              
presidency. 
 
Russia 
 
Russia is currently in a mix of different opinions over the matter. Although Russia generally               
shares views with the current government, they are favorable with the Houthi rebel forces as the                
rebel forces have repeatedly 
 
The Russian media stated that the Saudi Arabians are committing terrorist acts in Yemen. Russia               
appears to dislike the involvement of Saudi Arabia and draws attention to massacre of civilians               
by the Saudi Arabian air strikes. 
 
Yemen 
Generally the Government of Yemen are composed of Sunnis and are fiercely against the rebel                

Houthi forces. However, they are actively looking for international help with the issue as the               
battle has been occurring for nearly two years now. 
 
 
Key Terms 
Arab League  
Made up of 22 members including Yemen as of 1945. Regional organization of Arab countries               
around Northern Africa. The League is in a way like the European Union, and the aims were to                  
be economically and politically sustain and help each other. 
 
Houthi 
Shia-led religious and political movement in Yemen that started in the 1990’s and has been the                
main insurgent force in Yemen since 2004 against the main government. 
 



 
 
Sunni 
Largest group of Islam. Political rival of the Houthis. The main government for Yemen is run by                 
the Sunnis and as a result, are in a religious clash between Houthi forces. 
 
 
 
 
 
Possible Solutions 
Yemen currently is in a tough situation. The opposing factions dislike each other and this stems                
from both religious and historical contexts. Although not a solution, member nations should             
attempt to ensure the safety and rights of the civilians caught in the crossfire of the disagreement.  
 
Furthermore, the governments can impose further arms sanctions and employ the use of UN              
peacekeepers to the area to help assist civilians and protect them from war crimes and others of                 
the sort. To insure long term stability, member nations should look towards peace agreements              
between both the rebels and the governments to help smooth out relations between occupied and               
unoccupied lands, even though this may not completely release tensions overall.  
 
Although getting to the solutions may be hard in this current problem, there are possible               
solutions to end this ongoing conflict. One would be a way to unify Kashmir and to find a way to                    
get mutual agreement for both India and Pakistan to have peace in Kashmir and to remove border                 
patrols as well as letting go of the line of control. Other proposals that were suggested would be                  
the independence of Kashmir, the UN trusteeship option and even deploying another UN mission              
in Kashmir for evaluation of aggression by both sides. The solutions to this conflict exist,               
however getting to a consensus with 14 other nations in the security council may be difficult to                 
achieve. 
 
Conclusion 
There are many different routes that the Security Council can take in dealing with the issue at                 
hand. On one hand, Yemen can be reunified through international efforts by the help of the                
members of the Security Council, however the issue lies in keeping the peace in Yemen.               
Although temporary peace can be brokered between the two sides, member states will have to               
come up with other solutions to implement long term stability in Yemen. 
 
The conflict that exists within Yemen is of the utmost importance despite not getting as much                
coverage from the media. As delegates of the Security Council, it is imperative that              



member-states bolster unity and cooperation in order to draft a successful and fruitful resolution              
in which the current issue of Yemen may be forever resolved and one of the current cases in the                   
UN finally be resolved. Although the ultimate goal of the Security Council is to increase               
relations between Yemen, it will only be able to be accomplished with fruitful debate and               
negotiation between nations in order for improved bilateral relations to be achieved. A lot of               
casualties can be avoided if given immediate assistance. Delegates should take this issue             
seriously and provide fruitful debate and establish a resolution that will fit in the interests of the                 
nations that they are represented.  
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