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Introduction 

Refugee Crisis is not a new issue that has arisen. However, recently several 
institutes including the UN have reported the rapid increase in number in refugees fleeing to 
Europe. According to United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), refugee is a 
person forced to flee their home country to escape persecution, war, or violence. In order to 
deal with the influx, European countries as well as countries involved have struggled to 
reach a resolution and in this process have met conflicting viewpoints.  

The geographical location that is the focus of this topic is Europe. However, each 
European country faces different issues in terms of the refugee crisis, rather than a singular 
issue for the whole continent. For instance, Greece and Italy struggle to provide the refugees 
with food, water and shelter as the majority of refugees and migrants first arrive to these 
countries in the EU. Another issue that has arisen is the restriction in the Schengen area. 
Schengen area is known for the freedom to cross borders within European countries. Often 
refugees use this advantage to reach to their final destination with ease. However, for the 
European countries, this creates a burden and some members of the EU  

 
1. History/Background 

There are different labels for the refugees based on the purpose of requesting 
asylum. Many flee to the European countries in order to get protection. Often these people 
come from countries that are in war and terror. Then, there are economic migrants who 
arrive in EU to improve their lives.  

According to Dragostinova, in the 20th century, Europe experienced the most 
extensive wave of migration as a result of the two World Wars. Even after the wars, when 
European countries started to decolonize African or Middle East countries, many from these 
regions migrated to the so called mother country as they know the language or rely on 
diasporic networks (Dragostinova).  

In the 21th century, the move to Europe is caused by the conflicts within Africa. In 
2015, the world witnessed another wave of refugees arriving to Europe, which was mainly 
due to the Syrian civil war (Dragostinova). While in countries like Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, 
and Eritrea, people left due to the breakdown of authority (Dragostinova).  

With the hope of the crisis to end soon, Syrian refugees went to neighboring 
countries such as Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey (Dragostinova). As the living conditions 
such as employment and housing became difficult, they started to consider Europe as the 
alternate option. The closest European country being Bulgaria, Syrians first enter Bulgaria 
but soon move on as it is the poorest EU member state (Dragostinova). However, the trend 
to enter Bulgaria did not last long as the Bulgarian government built a wire fence to stop the 
refugees from entering (Dragostinova). This put refugees in the risk as they have to travel to 
Greek islands on rickety boats (Dragostinova). Greece is also not the final destination for 



refugees as the economic situation in Greece is in bad shape. Also, the high unemployment 
rate and restrictive citizenship and residence laws hinder the refugees to permanently inhabit 
in Greece (Dragostinova). In fact, these refugees aim to travel to “western states with liberal 
migration policies and generous social benefits” (Dragostinova). However, the travel to these 
countries is tough. They have to cross poor states that often face conflict, which are mainly 
non-EU-states. Refugees risk their lives crossing territory with standoffs and undetonated 
mines from wars (Dragostinova).  
 
 

2. International Actions 
According to BBC, in 2015, EU countries offered asylum to 292,540 refugees.  

EU has spent over €10 billion from the EU budget to deal with the refugee crisis in 2015 and 
2016.  
In March 2016, EU and Turkey agreed that migrants and refugees arriving on the Greek 
islands from Turkey may be returned to Turkey.  
 

3. Bloc Positions 
Turkey-In 2016, Turkey wanted to discuss with other European countries for this topic. In 
fact, the government was willing to accept refugees in return for international aid (Mortimer). 
Germany- Chancellor Angela Merkel argues that Europe has an obligation to take refugees. 
She is taking the open doors approach, willing to accept the overwhelming number of 
refugees. However the citizens are unsatisfied with the government’s positions on migrants.  
UK- fund a £2.5 million Migration Emergency Response Fund (MERF) which will deliver 
quick-response to migrants in need via the Start Network, a global grouping of more than 40 
aid agencies. “The UK has committed over £2.3 billion to helping refugees in Syria and the 
region, making it the second largest donor to the Syrian refugee crisis since the start of the 
crisis in 2012” (McGuinness).  
 

4. Key Terms 
Refugee - “A person who owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of 
race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is 
outside the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail 
himself of the protection of that country; or who, not having a nationality and being outside 
the country of his former habitual residence as a result of such events, is unable or, owing to 
such fear, is unwilling to return to it” () 
Migrant -  “person who makes a conscious choice to leave their country to seek a better life 
elsewhere” (“What”)  
Asylum - “protection or safety, especially that given by a government to people who have 
been forced to leave their own countries for their safety or because of war” (“Asylum”) 
UNHCR- The UN Refugee Agency 
OAU Convention - has been one of the key documents determining the actions on refugees. 
It includes specifications such as how to deal with refugees from the receiving countries and 
obligations of the refugees in order to receive the right to live in the asylum country.  
Organization of African Unity (OAU) / African Union (AU) - established in 1963  
 

5. Possible Solutions 



● International financial support for supply of basic necessities such as shelter, food, 
hygiene, education, etc. 

● Setting up stronger refugee systems throughout EU: application, placement in 
specific nation, and receival of help 

● Establish system to support countries that receive the refugees the most 
 
 

6. Conclusion 
The recent issues that arise from the refugee crisis is the treatment for refugee 

children. All EU member states have signed the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, which gives the children refugee the “right to medical care, psychological 
counselling, and legal aid” (Collins). However, many of the children are incapable of 
receiving these treatments. Helen Stalford, European children’s rights scholar of University 
of Liverpool states that the countries lack a practical application of acting for the ‘best 
interests’ for these children (Collins). According to Collins, children are exposed to an unsafe 
environment being exploited to sex and slavery. This is an issue created by the refugee 
crisis that well fits the purpose of the discussions in the Human Rights Council 
 

7. Bibliography  

“Asylum Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary.” Cambridge English Dictionary , 

Cambridge University Press, dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/asylum. 

Collins, Lauren. “Europe’s Child-Refugee Crisis.” The New Yorker , The New Yorker, 17 Feb. 

2017, www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/02/27/europes-child-refugee-crisis. 

Accessed 20 Feb. 2017. 

Dragostinova, Theodora. “Refugees or Immigrants? The Migration Crisis in Europe in 

Historical Perspective | Origins: Current Events in Historical Perspective.” Origins , 

History Departments at The Ohio State University and Miami University, Jan. 2016, 

origins.osu.edu/article/refugees-or-immigrants-migration-crisis-europe-historical-pers

pective. 

Mortimer, Caroline. “President Erdogan: I Will Open Gates for Migrants to Enter Europe If EU 

Blocks Membership Talks.” The Independent , Independent Digital News and Media, 25 

Nov. 2016, 

www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/president-erdogan-turkey-eu-membership-mi

grants-refugees-europe-warning-a7438316.html?amp. Accessed 20 Feb. 2017. 



McGuinness, Terry. “The UK Response to the Syrian Refugee Crisis.”Www.parliament.uk , House 

of Commons Library, 15 Feb. 2017, 

researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/SN06805. Accessed 20 Feb. 

2017. 

“What Is the Difference between a Refugee and a Migrant?” SSI , SSI, 

www.ssi.org.au/faqs/refugee-faqs/148-what-is-the-difference-between-a-refugee-and

-a-migrant. 

“Who's Who.” Refugee Council , Refugee Council, 

www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/policy_research/the_truth_about_asylum/the_facts_about

_asylum. 

 

 

http://www.ssi.org.au/faqs/refugee-faqs/148-what-is-the-difference-between-a-refugee-and-a-migrant
http://www.ssi.org.au/faqs/refugee-faqs/148-what-is-the-difference-between-a-refugee-and-a-migrant
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/policy_research/the_truth_about_asylum/the_facts_about_asylum
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/policy_research/the_truth_about_asylum/the_facts_about_asylum

