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Introduction  

   

  The ongoing conflict taking place in the Middle East is so tangled and confused that no one is 

actually sure of what is happening. Since 2011, the region has experienced major changes driven 

by political and economic demands. One of the major regions of conflict has been Syria where 

250,000 people have lost their lives for 4 1/2 years of conflict that had grown from an anti-

government protest to a full-scale civil war. Along with that as ISIL started to restrengthen and 

commenced in their re-entering of Iraq in 2013, and overran Iraq’s second major city Mosul, they 



are continuing the threaten the country’s many ethnic and religious minorities. Nations around 

the world had joint forces and strived to alleviate the conflict in this region by humanitarian aid 

and military activity to eradicate ISIL.  

1. History/ Background  

    The term “Middle East” is generally recognized as today to refer to the region that extends 

from the Atlantic Ocean in the west and Afghanistan in the east. It incorporates countries such as 

Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Israel, Lebanon, Syria, etc. Several major religions 

have their origins in the Middle East including Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. In the 20th 

century, the region’s significant stock of oil gave it new strategic and economic importance. 

However, even before the discovery of crude oil, the region has been a frequent war zone due to 

religious conflict and territorial disputes. The Middle East is the most militarized region in the 

world and most of the arms sale market is situated in this part of the world as well.  

   Moving on to Yemen, there is another type of chaos occurring in this country. Thanks to the 

militancy of Al Queda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), violence has been raging on for years. 

Now it has been given the title of “poorest nation in the region” with only $1473 per capita GDP. 

The Yemeni civil war began because of two factions claiming to constitute the Yemen 

government. Houthi forces control the capital and allied with forces loyal to the former president 

Ali Abdullah Saleh. Al Queda and ISIL (Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant) have also carried 

out various attacks resulting to Al Queda controlling swaths of its territories in the higher lands 

and stretches of its coast. Most recently, a coalition led by Saudi Arabia launched military 

operations by using air strikes to restore the former Yemeni government and the United States 

has been showing support for this campaign. According to UN, 16200 people have been killed in 

Yemen, including 10,000 civilians.  

    Next is Syria as its upheaval began in the spring of 2011. The Bashar al-Assad’s government 

made a hasty decision to use force as it solution and the situation had become worse ever since 

and the violence has grown into a bloody civil war. With more than 3 million Syrian refugees and 

at least 6.5 million more displaced inside the country, it has been an extremely complex with a 

variety of parties involved. And then there is ISIL, first emerged in Iraq but expanded their forces 



to Syria using the fact that the country is under civil war. It has taken many regions across Syria 

and established a de facto city in the Syrian city Raqaa and reformed their status to the Islamic 

State in line with their determination to construct a new government. Alleged use of chemical 

weapons and a swarm of refugees defecting to neighboring countries like Turkey and Jordan are 

aggravating the situation.  

    Lastly, Iraq is a country closely related to ISIS as the group began in 2004 as Al Queda. A 

separate destructive group of bin Laden’s network against locals who did not accept Sunni 

group’s extreme Islamic beliefs. The international community has been making attempts to stop 

this group but has failed. Now it has named itself the Islamic State a terrorist group that is at its 

peak of atrocities that are so brutal that even Al Queda has claimed no responsible over their 

actions. ISIL was able to fortify their strength by attaining oil fields in Iraq and even threatened 

its capital city Baghdad. As Iraq is a place where Islamist extremist can easily attack Western 

forces, the international society has to be aware of potential cases when ISIL uses Iraq as a 

stepping stone to enter countries outside of Middle East.  

2. International Action  

November 29, 1947: General Assembly Resolution 181 (II) Future government of Palestine  

    - Recommends that the British (mandatory power for Palestine) evacuate until August 1, 1948. 

Independent Arab and Jewish states and the Special  International Regime for the City of 

Jerusalem administered by the United Nations should come into existence.  

May 11, 1949: General Assembly Resolution 273 (III) Admission of Israel to membership in the 

United Nations  

November 22, 1967: Security Council Resolution 242 Situation in the Middle East  

    - Calls for Israeli forces to withdraw from territories occupied in the 1967 conflict. Also 

affirms the acknowledgment of the sovereignty, territorial integrity, and political independence of 

every country in the area. Urges the international society to recognize the state of Israel and 



highlights the necessity to solve the refugee problem ( a reference to displaced Palestinians). 

Lastly, guarantees freedom of navigation through international waterways.  

October 23, 1973: Security Council Resolution 338 Ceasefire in the Middle East  

    - Security Council’s “decision” for an immediate ceasefire in the October 1973 war.  

August 11, 2006: Security Council Resolution 1701 The Situation in the Middle East  

    - Welcomes the effort of Lebanese Prime Minister Fouad Siniora and the Lebanese 

government to regain control of Lebanese territory and re-establish full political sovereignty. 

Welcomes the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) to assist Lebanese troops as 

Israeli troops retreat. Recommends invitation of humanitarian assistance by the international 

community.  

June 29, 2007: Security Council 1762 The Situation Concerning Iraq 

    - Concludes that weapon inspecting becomes mandatory in Iraq, specifically the United 

Nations Monitoring, Verification, and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which were searching for weapons of mass 

destruction.  

February 6, 2011: Security Council Resolution 1970 Libya  

    - Condemns the region of Muammar al-Qaddafi for violence against civilians, including the 

"systemic violation of human rights.” Expresses concern at the plight of refugees fleeing the 

violence as well as a shortage of medicine supplies. Acting under Chapter VII, UNSC commands 

“immediate end to violence” and urges access for human rights monitors. Establishes an arms 

embargo against Libya that includes “arms and related materiel of all types" and "technical 

assistance.” 

February 26, 2011: Security Council Resolution 1973 Libya  

    - Condemns failure of Libya to comply with Resolution 1970. Expresses UN’s “readiness to 

consider taking additional appropriate measures” to buttress access to humanitarian aid and  



"ensure the protection of civilians and civilian-populated areas." Constructs a no- fly zone for 

Libyan aviation, specifically accentuating the support of Arab League. Forms a panel of experts 

to consult on Libya’s future.  

September 26 2011: Security Council Resolution 2009  

    - Condemns the use of sexual abuse and the return of refugees. Reaffirms UN’s intention of 

incorporating international forces to support Libyan-led transition and rebuilding process of 

democratic Libya. Commends the work done by Libyan National Transitional Council and 

encourages it to lead in peacekeeping and reconstruction. Establishes UN Support Mission in 

Libya for three months.  

23 December 2016: Security Council Resolution 2334  

    - Focuses on the demographic composition of Palestine. Concerns the Israeli settlements in 

“Palestinian territories occupied since 1967”. First UNSC resolution to pass regarding Israel and 

Palestine territory since 2009, and issue of Israeli settlement since 1980. Condemns violence 

against civilians, including terrorism, provocation, and destruction. Implies severe ramifications 

for Israel in general and specifically for the settlement enterprise”. In response, the Israel 

government retaliated by diplomatic actions against Security Council members.  

31 December 2016: Security Council Resolution 2336 

    - Unanimously agreed upon under the full support of Russian Federation and Turkey. Efforts 

to reduce violence and save civilian lives in Syria through the establishment of a ceasefire. 

Agrees on sanctions placed on to violators, a mechanism to record violations.  Urges all parties 

to pay attention to the renewed call in the resolution for rapid, safe, uninterrupted humanitarian 

access across Syria. Hoping that the resolution will lead to productive talk regarding negotiations 

in Syria and to convene by the United Nations in Geneva on February 8, 2017.  

Citation: Tatlock, Christopher W. "UN Resolutions on the Mideast and North Africa." Council on 

Foreign Relations. Council on Foreign Relations, 21 Sept. 2011. Web. 25 Feb. 2017. 



3. Bloc Positions  

United States- The United States is very interested in opposing ISIL and has performed a limited 

amount of airstrikes against the terrorists. The United States is allegedly reported for conducting 

special operations on the ground in Libya to fight against ISIL. This fact has been admitted by 

unofficial sources of both United States and Libya, but the official government had rejected such 

accusations. The US’s stance is, naturally, also in support of the GNA, the current internationally 

acknowledged Libyan government. Since 1946, United States have provided estimated amount 

of 282 billion to 292 billion dollars in foreign assistance for the Middle East region. The 

administration’s most recent budget sought $ 5.64 billion in global humanitarian assistance 

including $ 1.63 billion in OCO (Overseas Contingency Operations) to address the humanitarian 

impacts in Syria and Iraq.  

European Union- The EU provides €374 million in humanitarian assistance to the Syria crisis in 

2015. Moreover, in November 2015, the EU created the €3 billion Refugee Facility for Turkey to 

deliver support to Syrian refugees and host communities in Turkey. The EU has been deeply 

concerned about the developments on the ground and sought ways to resolve the conflict through 

negotiations. EU undertakes a range of activities - both political and practical- and is the largest 

donor to the Palestinian state-building efforts. Lastly, The EU condemns all acts of violence 

which cannot be allowed to impede progress towards peace. On top of that, the EU has been a 

significant contributor in resolving the Israeli Palestinian conflict including support for socio-

economic development and the proper establishment of Palestinian governing institutions. There 

are four significant areas that EU is trying to tackle in the Middle East are maintaining support 

for political aid projects, defining a clearer EU role in efforts to end the Syrian crisis, forging a 

comprehensive regional strategy, and fostering governance reform in MENA states.  

Russia Federation- The current Russian government has been showing their ambitions in the 

Middle East conflict. President Vladimir Putin stands in the heart of this conflict on the behalf of 

the Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad. Their purpose seems to be geopolitical aspirations to stretch 



Russia’s influence over the Middle East and natural rivalry between the United States. In Syria, 

Russia has prevented the fall of Assad regime and has become an active participator in Middle 

East’s diplomatic maneuvering. Yet Middle Eastern officials recognize the fact that Russia is 

intervening with personal purposes; they will try to regain their stability by resources exported 

from the Middle East. On the other hand, Russian federation has been making humanitarian 

moves as well since in mid- February of 2016, Russian fighters transported humanitarian aid to 

the Syrian-Russian joint force.  

French Republic- France has been keenly interested in defeating ISIL as the terrorist group has 

practiced a variety of devastations to its citizens. In fact, recently,  President François Hollande 

declared that France would take the position of war after experiencing Paris attacks that left the 

whole country in terror. France currently has special forces in Libya, though it is quite obscure.  

Their presence in Libya was only revealed in July 2016, when the French government announced 

the death of three of its soldiers who had died in a helicopter crash whilst gathering intelligence. 

From a humanitarian perspective, France is conducting a series of complementary actions such 

as providing emergency aid to internally displaced people and welcoming refugees. France is 

currently believing that it is essential that the crimes taking place Syria and Iraq be referred o the 

International Court Justice and has been continuing to fight for this cause. France announced at 

the London Conference that it would raise €200 million in humanitarian aid for the 2016-2018 

period and has been supporting victims of ethnic and religious violence in the Middle East.    

Italian Republic- Despite not directly taking any kind of action in the Middle East, Italy has 

provided food and medical supplies to help the humanitarian crisis.  For example, the European 

country has quietly allowed the United States to use Sicily’s Sigonella airbase for armed drone 

flights and airstrikes against ISIL. It is estimated Italy will do more eventually, what with ISIL’s 

presence in Libya being so close to Italy and the large influx of migrants from Libya - both 

which are cause for great concern. Additionally, the country now believes that the consequences 

of Middle Eastern terrorist groups could extend up to European continent by witnessing frequent 

terrorist attacks happening in France.  



Turkey- Five years ago, Turkey was the most stable and flourishing country in the Middle East 

but due to the ongoing conflict of its neighboring countries, it has become a country of political, 

ethnic and sectarian division.Turkey is reported to have given the most humanitarian assistance 

as a percentage of gross national income at 0.37 percent. Turkey is a key supporter of the Syrian 

opposition and has been handling the burden of accepting two million refugees. Turkey agreed to 

let the US-led coalition against IS to use its air bases for strikes on Syria after an IS bomb attack 

in July 2015.But its policy of allowing rebel fighters, arms shipments, and refugees to pass 

through its territory has been exploited by foreign jihadists wanting to join IS. 

4. Key Terms  

UNSC(United Nations Security Council)- has the primary responsibility for the maintenance of 

international peace and security  It calls upon the parties to a dispute to settle it by peaceful 

means and recommends methods of adjustment or terms of settlement. 

 

ISIL(Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant)- Salafi Jihadist unrecognized state and group that 

follows fundamentalist, the Wahhabi doctrine of Sunni Islam. The group has been designated as a 

terrorist organization by the United Nations and many individual countries.  

Al Queda- militant Sunni Islamist multi- national organization in 1988 by Osama Bin Laden, 

Abdullah Azzam, and several other Arab volunteers.  

 

GNA(Government of National Accord)- an interim government for Libya that was formed under 

the terms of the Libyan Political Agreement which was signed on 17 December 2015. The 

agreement has been endorsed by the United Nations Security Council and recognized that the 

Government of National Accord is the sole legitimate government of Libya. 



United Nations Monitoring, Verification, and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC)- carry on the 

mandate to disarm Iraq of its weapon of mass destruction and its ongoing monitoring to check 

Iraq’s compliance with obligations set by the Security Council.  

Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)- formed to confirm the withdrawal of Israeli forces from Lebanon to 

restore international peace and security. 

5. Possible Solutions  

There are a number of potential solutions to this complex issue. One of them is a hostile 

approach in combatting terrorism. The UN and its Security Council should play a leading role in 

international actions against terrorism enhance cooperation among a diverse group of countries. 

The key task that the group has to accomplish is to absolve violence and extremist religious 

ideologies and tackle unjustified hatred between ethnic groups and religious factions. Also, the 

utilization of modern communication systems is pivotal to recruit and raise fund in support for 

the solution of the conflict. Additionally, the United Nations should actively make use of UN 

Peacekeeping Forces as an important instrument to maintain world peace and security. In this 

kind of situation when international communities should cooperate by contributing troops to UN 

Peacekeeping missions. The crux of this dispute is the refugee and migrant issue. Since it seems 

inevitable to transport these internally displaced people and asylum seekers to return back to 

their home countries, it is essential to provide more humanitarian care and ensure life and 

security. Yet, the seemingly root cause of the migrant issue is the raging wars, so it is also the 

responsibility of the member states to strive for active negotiations for the cessation of the wars. 

As the terrorist attacks done my minor group of refugees has tainted the view of refugees as a 

whole and made countries to revolt in accepting more refugees. The implementation of policies 

to reduce the number of illegal migrants and urging employment of refugees so that refugees are 

not placed in poverty and driven into making radical decisions.  

6. Conclusion 



The wide range of conflicts that exists in the Middle East region has been filled with so much 

hatred and atrocities have made it seem that it is impossible to be solved. However, considering 

that millions of innocent civilians are suffering, it is the role of the states of Security Council to 

encourage not only humanitarian aid but also political intervention for the swift establishment of 

sustainable governments in disputed countries. Although the Security Council rarely can exercise 

direct control of actions of individual states due to its respect for sovereignty, it is imperative for 

Security Council to construct effective resolutions that tackle both the root cause and the 

symptoms of the consequences. Taking into consideration that numerous resolutions have been 

constructed by the UN Security Council but has turned out futile, the member states should feel 

an immense duty in building an efficacious resolution that has innovative solutions. Delegates 

should take this issue seriously and provide fruitful debate and establish a resolution that will fit 

in the interests of the nations that they are representing.  
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