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Introduction:   

 With the beginning of the War on Terror after the 9/11 attacks on the World 

Trade Center in 2001, violent extremism has come to grasp more and more attention 

in the modern world. Countries have striven to take stricter preventive measures 

against terrorism by passing anti-terrorism bills and implementing stronger 

regulations to monitor the flow of peoples and goods across international and regional 

borders. More recent acts of terror such as the 2015 Paris attacks and 2016 Brussels 

Airport bombings have made the international community realize that terrorism 

places the lives of numerous nationalities at risk, and therefore exists a dire need to 

prevent and counter such acts of violent extremism.  

 

1. History/Background  

 

 In a report issued in November 2004, the United Nations defined terrorism as 

an act “intended to cause death or serious bodily harm to civilians or non-combatants 

with the purpose of intimidating a population or compelling a government or an 

international organization to do or abstain from doing any act.”  

 The first group to use relatively modern terrorist techniques is thought to be 

the Irish Republican Brotherhood. The nationalist group carried out attacks in Britain, 

utilizing timed explosives to stir fear in the cities of England. Another modern 

terrorist group, Narodnaya Volya in Russia, further developed the systemic use of 

dynamites to kill with discrimination.  

 

 The types of terrorism can be divided into the following:  

 Civil disorder - coordinated violence meant to disrupt the peace and security 

within a community.  

 Political terrorism - coordinated violence meant to prompt mass fear in citizens 

and for the purpose of political gains  



 Non-political terrorism - terrorism meant to serve individual interests rather 

than a common political objective  

 Quasi-terrorism - terrorist acts similar in technique and modality to those 

carried out by common terrorist groups but lack the principal characteristic of 

having the purpose of inducing fear in the public  

 Limited political terrorism - political terrorism not so much meant to act 

aggressively to another state as to serve political and ideological objectives.  

 Official or state terrorism - terrorist acts organized and carried out by the 

government to achieve political benefits  

 

2. International Actions  

 

1919: With the passing of Resolution 1267, a sanctions committee was created to 

compile a list of individuals and organizations affiliated with major terrorist groups, 

namely the Taliban, Osama bin Laden, and Al Qaeda. States are required to freeze the 

assets, prohibit the entry/transit of such groups across borders, and prevent the 

exchange and flow of firearms and other military equipment.  

 

September 2001: After the 9/11 attacks in the World Trade Center, Resolution 1368 

was passed in recognition of the right to self-defense of individuals and collective 

peoples/organizations. The resolution also maintained the UN’s intention to “take all 

necessary steps…to combat all forms of terrorism, in accordance with its 

responsibilities under the Charter of the United Nations.”  

 

September 2001: In the same month, the Security Council adopted Resolution 1373, 

which recognized that the use and support, through funding, planning, etc., of 

terrorism are contradictory to the objectives and core ideals of the United Nations. 

The resolution calls for state governments to criminalize the carrying out and funding 

of terrorist activities and “refrain from providing any form of support, active or 

passive, to entities or persons involved in terrorist acts.” Governments are also asked 

to deny protection to those who “finance, plan, support, or commit terrorist acts, or 

provide safe havens.”  

 

Note that the UN only officially forbids financial support to the terrorist 

individuals/organizations outlined in Resolution 1267, which are the Taliban, Osama 

bin Laden (now executed), and Al Qaeda. The UN does not construct a separate list 

containing a general record of terrorist organizations and affiliated groups. Therefore 

the financing of non-recorded groups, such as Boko Haram and Hamas, is legal.  

 

October 2004: Resolution 1566 expands the definition of terrorist groups and 

individuals to include entities other than those affiliated with Al Qaeda.  

 

December 2001: Resolution 1383 endorses the accord reached among Afghan 

factions in Bonn on December 5, 2001.  

 

November 2001: Resolution 1378 reiterates the “central role” the UN should play in 

rebuilding post-Taliban Afghanistan.  

 

2004: The Security Council adopted Resolution 1535, setting up the Counter 

Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate.  



Acts on Civil Aviation  

 

1963 Convention on Offences and Certain Other Acts Committed On Board Aircraft  

 Allows aircraft crew to “impose reasonable measures,” including physical 

restraint, to passengers threatening in-flight safety  

1970 Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft  

 Prohibits individuals on board an aircraft to "unlawfully, by force or threat 

thereof, or any other form of intimidation, [to] seize or exercise control of that 

aircraft" 

 Hijackings must have severe repercussions  

1971 Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Civil 

Aviation  

 Prohibits individuals on board an aircraft to commit, attempt, and/or support 

acts of violence or aggression  

2010 Convention on the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Relating to International Civil 

Aviation 

 Criminalizes the use of civil aircraft as a means of causing mass murder, 

injury, and damage  

 Criminalizes the use of civil aircraft to carry explosives and firearms for the 

purpose of causing mass murder, injury, and damage  

 This includes cyber attacks on air navigation facilities  

2010 Protocol Supplementary to the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful 

Seizure of Aircraft 

 Expands the scope of the 1970 Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful 

Seizure of Aircraft to modern technological forms of aircraft hijackings  

Acts regarding the Protection of International Staff  

1973 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against 

Internationally Protected Persons 

 Defines an "internationally protected person" as a Head of State, Minister for 

Foreign Affairs, representative or official of a State or international 

organization who is entitled to special protection in a foreign State, and his/her 

family; and 

 Requires parties to criminalize and make punishable "by appropriate penalties 

which take into account their grave nature" the intentional murder, kidnapping 

or other attack upon the person or liberty of an internationally protected 

person, a violent attack upon the official premises, the private 

accommodations, or the means of transport of such person; a threat or attempt 



to commit such an attack; and an act "constituting participation as an 

accomplice"  

Acts regarding the Taking of Hostages  

1979 International Convention against the Taking of Hostages 

 Criminalizes "any person who seizes or detains and threatens to kill, to injure, 

or to continue to detain another person in order to compel a third party…to do 

or abstain from doing any act as an explicit or implicit condition for the 

release of the hostage"  

Acts regarding Nuclear Material  

1980 Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material 

 Criminalizes the “unlawful possession, use, transfer or theft of nuclear 

material and threats to use nuclear material to cause death, serious injury or 

substantial property damage”  

2005 Amendments to the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material 

 Requires states to protect nuclear facilities an material in “peaceful domestic 

use, storage as well as transport”  

 Encourages cooperation among states to locate and retrieve stolen/smuggled 

nuclear material  

Acts regarding Explosive Materials  

1991 Convention on the Marking of Plastic Explosives for the Purpose of Detection 

 Control and limit the use and production of unmarked and undetectable plastic 

explosives  

Acts regarding Terrorist Bombings  

1997 International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings 

 Establishes universal jurisdiction regarding the “unlawful and intentional use 

of explosives and other lethal devices” with the intention to kill and destruct   

 

Acts regarding Financing of Terrorism  

 

1999 International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism 

 Requires parties to actively seek to prevent the financial support of terrorism, 

whether direct or indirect  

 Requires states to hold those who finance terrorism accountable for their 

actions  



 Provides for the “identification, freezing and seizure of funds allocated for 

terrorist activities”  

Acts regarding Nuclear Terrorism:  

2005 International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism 

 Includes nuclear power plants and nuclear reactors  

 Asks states to further strengthen prevention of terrorism through the free 

exchange of information and assistance in criminal investigations and 

proceedings  

 Copes with both crisis situations and post-crisis situations, such as evaluating 

the safety of nuclear material through the International Atomic Energy 

Agency  

 

3. Bloc Positions  

 

United Kingdom  
 Anti-terrorism legislations have been established in the United Kingdom for 

longer than three decades. In response to an Irish Republican Army campaign of 

violence, the UK implemented the Prevention of Violence Act 1939. This act was 

replaced by the Prevention of Terrorism Acts in response to riots in Northern Ireland.  

 

In response to the September 11 attacks, the Parliament introduced the Crime and 

Security Act 2001, and went into action in December 13th. The Terrorism Act 2005, 

drafted after the London bombings in July 7, 2005, and some terms of the act were 

controversial regarding whether they were compatible to the European Convention on 

Human Rights.  

 

United States  

 The famous USA PATRIOT Act was passed in response to the September 11 

attacks, and the abbreviation stands for “Uniting and Strengthening America by 

Providing Appropriate Tools Require to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism.” The 

PATRIOT Act, of which the officially stated purpose was to “deter and punish 

terrorist acts in the United States and around the world, to enhance law enforcement 

investigatory tools, and for other purposes,” became controversial for it appeared to 

breach on the rights of privacy from government surveillance as provided in the 

Fourth Amendment. According to the Fourth Amendment of the United States 

Constitution, citizens have the right to protection from unwarranted or unjustified 

searches/seizures from the government.  

 The U.S. government established the Department of Homeland Security to 

help coordinate the efforts of domestic agencies in counterterrorism. Recently, there 

are currently some suspicions about the Trump administration reforming the 

Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) program to concentrate exclusively on acts of 

Islamic extremism.  
 

Australia  

 Australia passed the Anti-terrorism Act in 2004. Introduced by Attorney 

General Philip Ruddock on March 31st, 2004, an Anti-terrorism bill was passed in 



light of the terrorist bombings in Spain. In the following year, the Australian Anti-

Terrorism Act allowed Australian security forces to arrest suspects for as long as up 

to two weeks and to monitor their suspects yearlong. One particular element of the act 

that triggered criticism from civil rights groups and activists was the “shoot-to-kill” 

clause, which appeared to be contradictory to Australia’s liberal democratic traditions.  

 

Israel  

 Israel keeps track of the terrorist groups residing within their borders. The 

government strictly outlaws the use, help, and funding of terrorism. On December 14, 

2006, the Israeli Supreme Court allowed targeted killings for the purpose of self-

defense. In 2016, an all-encompassing law forbidding terrorism and any support of 

acts of terror was placed. The law included the outlining of harsh repercussions for 

terrorists and the prohibiting of legal efforts against terrorism.  

 

 

4. Key Terms  

 

Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC) – The CTC was established by the Security 

Council Resolution 1373. It consists of the fifteen members of the Security Council 

and monitors state’s implementation of the resolution.  

 

Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force (CTITF) - The Task Force 

consists of representations of 24 actors, including UN entities and other international 

institutions active in efforts of counterterrorism. These representatives work in 

cooperation under mandates from the General Assembly, the Security Council, and 

specialized agencies, funds, and programs.  

 

UN Counter-Terrorism Center (UNCCT) – The UN launched the UNCCT in 2011 

through a voluntary contribution of the Saudi Arabian government. The UNCCCT 

contributes to the implementation of the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy through 

the CTITF, and has initiated counter-terrorism projects around the world.  

 

 

5. Possible Solutions  

 

 The European Union utilizes the Schengen Information System (SIS), which is 

the largest database system in the world. The EU implemented a new European 

Agenda on Security for 2015-2020 to combat terrorism and illegal trafficking of 

firearms and explosives. A crucial component of the agenda is reforming existing 

systems like the SIS for the purpose of efficient communication and sharing of 

information to better enforce border control and keep track of the movement of goods 

and peoples across borders. Likewise, to allow the freer exchange of information 

among countries, the UN could help implement a shared information system to 

communicate intelligence on passenger information, reports of suspicious activity, 

goods, or people, etc. A shared database system would help countries keep track of 

the flow of peoples and goods across international borders. This would be especially 

important for acts of terror that occur in international airports.  

 

6. Conclusion  

 



 Terrorism directly impacts the lives of citizens everywhere as it can cause 

numerous deaths and casualties and is also often unpredictable. The March 2016 

Brussels Airport bombings were especially disturbing in that airports are public 

spaces where citizens worldwide visit, and revealed how lax security regulations can 

place numerous nationalities at a major risk when travelling. It would be interesting to 

see how international organizations can further strengthen their efforts to maintain 

peace and security across borders through the invention and revision of existing 

regulations.  
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