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Basic Introduction:  

 

A territorial dispute is a disagreement over the possession or control of land between 

two or more territorial entities or over the possession or control of land, usually between a 

new state and the occupying power. 

Territorial dispute is one of the most significant problems for any country exists now. It’s 

not only about the pride for the land. All resources underground, around islands, above the 

land are important; mines like gold, gas, fertile farmland, especially petroleum and ecological 

resources are the targets of all developing countries and developed countries. From other 

perspective, the culture and ethic environment in the dispute region is also significant for all 

sovereign states.  

These territorial disputes are mainly caused by historical reasons, which are either wars 

like I and II World War, the conflict between victorious countries and vanquished ones; or 

caused by problem at present, terrorisms from ISIS or al-Qaeda also causes lots of problems 

in the Middle East. With help of big countries, the unreasonable requirements for islands 

belong to China from Japan and Philippines are another kind. 



There are several different forms of territorial disputes. The most common one is border 

dispute where a limited territory is disputed by two or more states, each contending state 

would publish its own maps to include the same region which would invariably lie along or 

adjacent to the recognized borders of the competing states; besides border dispute is an 

occupied territory which in general is a region distinct from the recognized territory of the 

sovereign states but which the occupying state controls, usually with military forces; finally 

irredentism, is In cases where a nation emerges when declaring independence from a larger 

state, its ultimate recognition may not always grant the new state control over the territory it 

proposed as part of the declaration. Those lands remain unredeemed territory in the eyes of 

nationalist movements from the state, but do not otherwise cause a problem between the 

governments on each side of the border; in cases where territory was achieved through 

historical conquests such as an Empire, traditionalists may view former colonies as 

unredeemed territory. 

 

 

General situation now (Focus in Asia and Pacific Region): 

 

Countries related most to territorial disputes are the People’s Republic of China, India, 

Pakistan, Iran, Syria, North Korea, South Korea, Japan, USA and Philippine. Here we take 

several examples to explain. 

In the attachment, there’s the list of all territorial disputes in Asia and Pacific Region. 

 

With the discussion of territorial dispute, this author wants every reader to remember 

one thing: Never think it’s possible to solve a problem on conference table when it can’t be 

solved even with the help of war. 

 

South China Sea Dispute: 

Most recently, one dispute occurred between PRC and Philippine, which is the territorial 

dispute on South China Sea. Philippine asked for international court to judge the belonging 

of South China Sea, and the court decided that it belongs to Philippine with agreement of 

PRC. Actually, there’s zero delegate of PRC showed up during the judging process. 

Since 2011, PRC, Brunei, Malaysia, Vietnam and Philippine had signed the agreement to 

a set of preliminary guidelines which would help resolve the dispute. However, in 2012 the 

navy form Philippine wanted to catch Chinese Fishermen and it caused a conflict between 

two countries. Later most countries around were involved and it last till now.  

In this problem, PRC showed us how big countries would act when facing the claim of 

territory from small countries. PRC almost did nothing but repeat the statement again and 

again, which is “South China Sea is originally belongs to China, there’s no way to skeptic on 

that”. When it comes to international court, PRC decided to ignore it. In this condition, even 

the court decided to say that the South China Sea belongs to Philippine, Philippine can do 

nothing since it’s impossible for Philippine to get that area. PRC would never agree that 

judgement and PRC would never give up South China Sea, Philippine has no ability to ask PRC 

for anything. When the territorial dispute happens between countries have intervallic level 

difference, the condition always happens. 



 

Azad Kashmir Dispute: 

India and Pakistan were a same country called Ancient India. When Buddhism failed to 

lead the religion power in India, Hinduism and Islam took its place, they separated into two 

countries under the frame form UK to either side. Islam set up Pakistan, where Hinduism 

decided to live where they really were. This historical reason caused the dispute. 

Kashmir is the most competitive region at present. As usual India and Pakistan were 

claiming each other’s land. Both India and Pakistan states that Kashmir is a necessary part for 

their country, and they both would like let the Kashmir citizens to decide which country they 

belongs to. Obviously they had yet made the decision. 

Russia, China and USA are also involved in this dispute for different reasons. Russia hold 

the right to judge the condition, China also has a corner of Kashmir as territory, USA is in 

entanglement. 

 

Spratly Island Dispute: 

The dispute with Spratly Island may be the dispute which involves the most country. PRC, 

Taiwan, Vietnam, Philippine, Brunei and Malaysia are involved. Spratly Island dispute is a 

typical historical problem. Each of the claimant countries except Brunei controls one or more 

of the individual islands and they all want to claim for more islands. 

In Spratly Island, there are millions of tons of oil, gas and other resources. Spratly Island 

is originally belongs to, and will always belong to PRC. Recently, claim from different 

countries are focused on new developed oil fields. PRC treat all countries similarly: reject or 

no respond, only develop economic cooperation. 

 

Diaoyu Dao 

Another island belongs to PRC but claimed by Japan. Although there’s no way for PRC 

leave the island to Japan, japan still working. 

 

Other disputes will not be explained in detail. Please check the attachment. 

 

 

Possible solutions: 

 

For disputes, there are several solutions available, but not effective. 

 

The first and the most widely used way is judgement made by international court. It’s 

the most officially accepted judgement of territorial disputes, and it’s recommended by 

United Nations. There’s also a treaty to emphasize the importance and mandatory of 

agreement with judgement from international court. In history, this solution has solved 

several territorial disputes. 1990s, the court judged to concern the unequivocal boundary 

treaty between Chad and Libya; 2002s, the judgement from the court finished the discussion 

between Indonesia and Malaysia on several islands. In this situation, court will judge by the 

previous treaties to solve the problem. However, it’s not a perfect solution. First of all and 

most important reason for the judgement, the court and judgement only valid when both 



countries, sometimes multiple countries all agreed with the judgement made by the court. In 

2016, an invalid judgement was made by the court, which gave part of China to Philippine. 

During the process of judgement, no Chinese delegate appeared or spoke. The result is China 

completely disagree with the judgement and refuse to discuss this problem with Philippine. 

Secondly, although it’s the most just solution, there are still many unfair judgement made, so 

many countries don’t agree with the judgement made by the court. 

 

Besides judgement made by court, it’s Uti Possidetis Juris Principle. This is a principle 

which works for post-colonized states. 2001s, the discussion on islands between Katar and 

Bahrain was solved by this solution. The problem with this solution is the range of 

application. It’s too narrow. Although a large number of territorial disputes are caused by 

colonialization, it’s still not comprehensive enough. 

 

The third and last solution to disputes, are the effective control principle. This principle 

only works when the previous two solutions both work invalidly and the testimony from 

ancient time is not acceptable. The principle states that the escheat age of controversial land 

belongs to the country that takes the real control and applies all rights and duties in the land 

before the debate began. During the judgement of 1953s, islands problem between England 

and France, court states that “it’s meaningless to consider the indirect evidence from middle 

age, what we should consider is the direct evidence from recent age.” Due to the fact that 

England had carried their law and duties on those two islands before the dispute, curt judged 

to give England the islands. 

 

However, for all three commonly used solutions they have a universal problem: it’s not 

mandate for countries, or we can say that there’s no way to let a country abandon the 

territory if the country doesn’t want to. No countries or organization has the right to force a 

country to give out its land, although there’s dispute on it. The result of this situation is that 

when a dispute between strong country and small country happened, the land always 

belongs to big country.  

When the land is wealthy, it always belongs to big countries from the history; when the 

land is poor, we’d like to put off the argument to future. This is what always happen. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

The territorial disputes always exist and it can hardly be solved. Big countries always 

benefit and small ones can mostly only protect themselves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment I: List of Territorial Disputes in Asia and Pacific region 

Territory Claimants Notes 

Aarsal, Deir El Aachayer, Kfar 

Qouq, Qaa, Qasr and Tuffah 

 Lebanon 

 Syria 

 

Abu Musa 

 Iran 

 United Arab 

Emirates  

Nagorno-Karabakh region and seven adjacent districts 

 Nagorno-Kar

abakh Republic 

 Armenia 

 Azerbaijan 

Internationally 

recognized as part 

of Azerbaijan,[11] de 

facto controlled by 

the Nagorno-Karabak

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arsal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deir_El_Aachayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kfar_Qouq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kfar_Qouq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qaa
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Qasr,_Lebanon&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tuffah,_Lebanon&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebanon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abu_Musa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Emirates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Emirates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagorno-Karabakh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian-controlled_territories_surrounding_Nagorno-Karabakh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagorno-Karabakh_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagorno-Karabakh_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azerbaijan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azerbaijan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagorno-Karabakh_Republic


h Republicsupported 

by Armenia. 

Azad Kashmir 

 Pakistan 

 India 

Administered by 

Pakistan claimed by 

India, it is part of the 

larger Kashmir 

conflict. 

Baekdu Mountains 

 North Korea 

 People's 

Republic of China 

Also possibly claimed 

by the Republic of 

China (Taiwan) [citation 

needed][note 1] and South 

Korea.[note 2] 

Bhutanese enclaves in Tibet, namely Cherkip 

Gompa, Dho,Dungmar, Gesur, Gezon, Itse 

Gompa, Khochar, Nyanri, Ringung,Sanmar, Tarchen 

and Zuthulphuk 

 People's 

Republic of China 

 Bhutan 

 Republic of 

China (Taiwan) [citation 

needed][note 1] 

 

Gilgit Baltistan 

 Pakistan 

 India 

Administrated by 

Pakistan and claimed 

by India. It's part 

of Kashmir conflict. 

Jammu & Kashmir 

 India 

 Pakistan 

Administered by India, 

claimed by Pakistan, it 

is part of the 

larger Kashmir 

conflict. Both India and 

Pakistan claim the 

former princely state 

of Jammu and 

Kashmir, leading to 

the Indo-Pakistani 

war of 1947. A 

UN-mediated ceasefire 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagorno-Karabakh_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azad_Kashmir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashmir_conflict
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashmir_conflict
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Baekdu_Mountains&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Korea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-ROC-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-Korea-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhutanese_enclaves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tibet
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cherkip_Gompa&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cherkip_Gompa&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dho_(Tibet)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dungmar&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gesur&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gezon&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Itse_Gompa&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Itse_Gompa&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Khochar&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nyanri&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ringung&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sanmar&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darchen
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Zuthulphuk&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhutan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-ROC-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilgit_Baltistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashmir_conflict
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jammu_%26_Kashmir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashmir_conflict
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashmir_conflict
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jammu_and_Kashmir_(princely_state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jammu_and_Kashmir_(princely_state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indo-Pakistani_war_of_1947
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indo-Pakistani_war_of_1947
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan


put a halt to the 

conflict in January 

1949. The UN 

resolution called for 

both the countries to 

demilitarise the region, 

following which a 

plebiscite would be 

held under the UN. 

However, no 

demilitarisation plan 

acceptable to both the 

countries could be 

agreed upon. The 

countries fought three 

further wars over 

Kashmir 

in 1965, 1971 and

 1999. Following the 

Kargil War, the 

countries reached 

theSimla Agreement, 

agreeing on a 

cease-fire line named 

the Line of 

Control between 

their respective regions 

and committed to 

peacefully resolve the 

dispute 

throughbilateral 

negotiations. 

An armed 

insurgency broke out 

in 1989 in the 

Indian-administered 

part of Kashmir, 

demanding 

independence from 

India. Pakistan 

is believed to provide 

arms and training to 

the insurgents.[12][13][14][15] 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indo-Pakistani_war_of_1965
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indo-Pakistani_war_of_1971
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kargil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simla_Agreement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Line_of_Control
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Line_of_Control
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India-Pakistan_relations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India-Pakistan_relations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insurgency_in_Jammu_and_Kashmir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insurgency_in_Jammu_and_Kashmir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan_and_state_sponsored_terrorism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan_and_state_sponsored_terrorism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-16
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-16


Various areas: Dak Jerman/Dak Duyt, Dak Dang/Dak 

Huyt, the La Drang area and the islands ofBaie/Koh Ta 

Kiev, Milieu/Koh Thmey, Eau/Koh Ses, Pic/Koh Thonsáy 

 Cambodia 

 Vietnam 

 

David Gareja monastery complexboundary dispute 
 Georgia 

 Azerbaijan 

 

Demchok, Chumar, Kaurik, Shipki Pass, Jadh, 

and Lapthal 

 India 

 People's 

Republic of China 

 Republic of 

China (Taiwan) [citation 

needed][note 1] 

Disputed areas located 

between Aksai 

Chin and Nepal. 

Doi Lang 

 Myanmar 

 Thailand 

 

Fasht Ad Dibal and Qit'at Jaradeh 
 Bahrain 

 Qatar 

These were not 

included in the 

2001 International 

Court of 

Justice judgement, as 

low-tide elevations. 

Several areas in the Fergana Valley 

 Kyrgyzstan 

 Tajikistan 

 Uzbekistan 

Kyrgyzstan: A tiny 

Kyrgyz village, Barak, in 

the Fergana Valley 

region (where 

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan 

and Uzbekistan meet) 

is bordered on the 

north, west and south 

by 

Uzbekistan. Tajikistan

: There are three Tajik 

exclaves, all of them in 

the Fergana Valley. 

One of them, the 

village of Sarvan, is 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dak_Jerman&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dak_Duyt&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dak_Dang&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dak_Huyt&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dak_Huyt&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=La_Drang&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Baie&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koh_Ta_Kiev
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koh_Ta_Kiev
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Milieu_(Vietnam)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Koh_Thmey&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eau_(Vietnam)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Koh_Ses&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pic_(Vietnam)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koh_Thons%C3%A1y
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambodia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Gareja_monastery_complex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_(country)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azerbaijan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demchok
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chumar
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kaurik&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shipki_La
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jadh
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lapthal&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-ROC-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aksai_Chin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aksai_Chin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nepal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doi_Pha_Hom_Pok_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myanmar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fasht_Ad_Dibal&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Qit%27at_Jaradeh&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bahrain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qatar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Court_of_Justice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Court_of_Justice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Court_of_Justice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fergana_Valley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyrgyzstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tajikistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uzbekistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyrgyzstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tajikistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tajikistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan


surrounded by Uzbek 

territory, whereas the 

remaining two, the 

village of Vorukh and a 

small settlement near 

the Kyrgyz railway 

station of Kairagach, 

are each surrounded 

by Kyrgyz 

territory. Uzbekistan: 

There are four Uzbek 

exclaves, all inside 

Kyrgyz territory in the 

Fergana Valley. Two of 

them are the towns of 

Sokh and 

Shakhimardan and the 

other two the tiny 

territories of 

Chong-Kara and 

Dzhangail. There may 

be a fifth Uzbek 

exclave inside of 

Kyrgyzstan.[16] Most of 

the border in the area 

is still not demarcated. 

Golan Heights 

 Israel 

 Syria 

Syrian territory 

captured by Israel in 

1967 (the Six-Day 

War), and annexed by 

Israel in 1981 (In 2008, 

a plenary session of the 

United Nations General 

Assembly voted by 

161–1 in favor of a 

motion on the 

"occupied Syrian 

Golan" that reaffirmed 

support for UN 

Resolution 497; United 

Nations, December 5, 

2008). Since the civil 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uzbekistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-18
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golan_Heights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria


war in Syria from 2011, 

Syria doesn't govern 

the areas on the east of 

the Golan Heights 

anymore. 

Greater and Lesser Tunbs 

 Iran 

 United Arab 

Emirates  

Hong Kong 

 People's 

Republic of China 

 Republic of 

China[note 1] 

Then-Taiwanese 

President Lee 

Teng-hui claimed 

that Hong Kong should 

have returned to the 

ROC instead of the PRC 

because the ROC 

government had the 

original manuscript of 

the Treaty of 

Nanking. It is now 

controlled by the 

PRC.[17]。 

Isfara Valley 

 Kyrgyzstan 

 Tajikistan 

 

Jiandao 

 People's 

Republic of China 

 North Korea 

 South 

Korea[note 2] 

Also possibly claimed 

by the Republic of 

China.[note 1] 

Ambalat 

 Indonesia 

 Malaysia 

 

24-mile stretch of border at pass of the Kabaw 
 India 

 Myanmar 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_and_Lesser_Tunbs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Emirates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Emirates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hong_Kong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-ROC-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Teng-hui
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Teng-hui
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Nanking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Nanking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-19
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isfara_Valley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyrgyzstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tajikistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jiandao
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Korea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Korea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Korea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-Korea-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-ROC-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambalat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malaysia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kabaw_Valley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
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Kalapani region, the smallerSusta River dispute and the 

smaller still Antudanda andNawalparasi disputes 

 India 

 Nepal 

All administered by 

India. See Territorial 

disputes of India and 

Nepal. 

Artsvashen exclave ofGegharkunik province, de jure part 

of Armenia; Karki exclave of Nakhichevan Autonomous 

Republic, Yukhari Askipara andBarkhudarli, both exclaves 

ofQazakh Rayon de jure part of Azerbaijan; "Yaradullu" is 

controlled by Azerbaijan along with occupying the much 

larger de jure Armenian territory surrounding it. 

 Armenia 

 Azerbaijan 

Azerbaijan and 

Armenia have 

controlled these areas 

as part of the 

wider Nagorno-Karab

akh Conflict. 

Khuriya Muriya Islands 

 Oman 

 Yemen 

 

Korean Peninsula (Korea) 
 North Korea 

 South Korea 

The Democratic 

People's Republic of 

Korea administers 

North Korea, but 

Article 1 of 

the Constitution of 

North Korea reads: 

"The Democratic 

People's Republic of 

Korea is an 

independent socialist 

State representing the 

interests of all the 

Korean people." The 

Republic of Korea 

administers South 

Korea, but Article 3 of 

theConstitution of 

South Korea reads: 

"The territory of the 

Republic of Korea shall 

consist of the Korean 

peninsula and its 

adjacent islands." 
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Kula Kangri and mountainous areas to the west of this 

peak, plus the western Haa District ofBhutan 

 People's 

Republic of China 

 Bhutan 

Possibly also the 

ROC.[note 1] 

South Kuril Islands (Northern Territories)[1] 
 Russia 

 Japan 

 

Liancourt Rocks 

 South Korea 

 Japan 

Controlled by South 

Korea since 1954 but 

claimed by Japan in 

1905 

Macclesfield Bank 

 People's 

Republic of China 

 Republic of 

China (Taiwan)[note 1]  

Matthew and Hunter Islands[1]
 

 Vanuatu 

 France 

 

Minerva Reefs 

 Tonga 

 Fiji 

Fiji claims that the 

entire reef is 

submerged at high 

tide, negating use of 

Minerva as a basis for 

any sovereignty or 

maritime EEZ claim 

by Tonga under the 

rules of UNCLOS. 

Muhurichar river island 
 India 

 Bangladesh 

Controlled 

by India but 

claimed 

by Bangladesh. 

Certain islands in the Naf River 
 Bangladesh 
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 Myanmar 

Part of the EEZ generated by theNatuna Islands 

 Indonesia 

 People's 

Republic of China 

 Republic of 

China (Taiwan)[note 1] 

China claims the water 

off the Natuna Islands 

that fall under 

the Nine-dash 

line claim are 

traditional Chinese 

fishing grounds. 

Taiwan (Republic of 

China) also claims the 

area.[19] 

Paracel Islands[1]
 

 People's 

Republic of China 

 Republic of 

China (Taiwan)[note 1] 

 Vietnam 

Entirely controlled by 

China but claimed by 

Vietnam 

andTaiwan [citation needed] 

"Pedra Branca"; several islets at the eastern entrance to 

theSingapore Strait 

 Singapore 

 Malaysia 

The International 

Court of 

Justice rendered its 

decision on 23 May 

2008 that sovereignty 

over Pedra Branca 

belongs to Singapore; 

sovereignty over 

Middle Rocks belongs 

to Malaysia. It said 

sovereignty over South 

Ledge would remain 

disputed until the 

states could determine 

the ownership of the 

territorial waters in 

which it is located.[20] 

"Point 20"; a small area of land reclaimed from the sea 

bySingapore 

 Singapore 

 Malaysia 
Malaysia claims the 

land was reclaimed in 
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its territorial waters 

Part of Poipet commune 
 Thailand 

 Cambodia 

 

Prachinburi area 
 Thailand 

 Cambodia 

 

Preah Vihear Temple area (Khao Phra Wihan) 
 Thailand 

 Cambodia 

Temple complex 

awarded to Cambodia 

by an International 

Court of Justice ruling 

in 1962; "promontory" 

measuring 

0.3 km2 immediately 

adjacent to temple 

awarded to Cambodia 

by ICJ ruling in 2013; 

both countries 

acknowledge 

continuing dispute 

over an additional 

4.3 km2 immediately 

northwest of the 2013 

ruling's area. 

Qarooh and Umm Al Maradim 
 Kuwait 

 Saudi Arabia 

 

Sabah (North Borneo) 
 Malaysia 

 Philippines 

The Philippines retains 

a claim on the eastern 

part of Sabah 

(see North Borneo 

dispute) on the basis 

claimed by 

the Government of 

the Philippines that 

the territory is only 

leased by the 
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former Sultanate of 

Sulu to British North 

Borneo Company, of 

which the Philippines 

argued that it should 

be the successor 

state of all Sulu past 

territories.[1] 

Saudi Arabia–United Arab Emirates border dispute 

 United Arab 

Emirates 

 Saudi Arabia  

Scarborough Shoal 

 People's 

Republic of China 

 Philippines 

 Republic of 

China (Taiwan)[note 1] 

Controlled by the PRC 

since the 2012 

Scarborough Shoal 

standoff. 

Senkaku Islands (Diaoyu Tai or Diaoyu Dao)[1] 

 Japan 

 People's 

Republic of China 

 Republic of 

China (Taiwan)[note 1] 

Controlled by Japan 

But claimed by the PRC 

and ROC 

Shaksgam Valley 

 India  

 People's 

Republic of China 

Possibly also the 

ROC.[note 1] Currently 

controlled by the PRC. 

Shatt al-Arab 

 Iran 

 Iraq 

 

Shebaa Farms 

 Israel 

 Lebanon 

 Syria 

When Israel withdrawal 

from South Lebanon 

the UN declared the 

blue line, Line where 

Israel need to 

withdrawal too. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sultanate_of_Sulu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sultanate_of_Sulu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Successor_state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Successor_state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-CIA-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia%E2%80%93United_Arab_Emirates_border_dispute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Emirates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Emirates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scarborough_Shoal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-ROC-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2012_Scarborough_Shoal_standoff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2012_Scarborough_Shoal_standoff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2012_Scarborough_Shoal_standoff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senkaku_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-CIA-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-ROC-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaksgam_Valley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_territorial_disputes#cite_note-ROC-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shatt_al-Arab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shebaa_Farms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebanon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China


Therefor Lebanon has 

no claim on that 

territory. 

Siachen Glacier and Saltoro Ridge area 
 India 

 Pakistan 

Controlled by both 

nations equally after 

the Kargil war but still 

is a disputed territory 

for bith countries. 

Sir Creek 

 India 

 Pakistan 

A dispute over where 

in the estuary the line 

falls; only small areas 

of marsh land are 

disputed, but 

significant maritime 

territory is involved. 

Entirely controlled 

by India and 

disputed by Pakistan. 

Arunachal Pradesh 

 India 

 People's 

Republic of China 

 Republic of 

China (Taiwan)[note 1] 

Controlled by India but 

claimed by the PRC 

and ROC who dispute 

the validity of 

the McMahon Line 

Spratly Islands 

 Republic of 

China (Taiwan)[note 1] 

 People's 

Republic of China 

 Vietnam 

 Philippines

 (part) 

 Malaysia (p

art) 

 Brunei (part

) 

Each of the claimant 

countries except 

Brunei controls one or 

more of the individual 

islands. 
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Swains Island[1]
 

 United 

States 

 Tokelau 

This claim is 

unsupported by New 

Zealand, of whom 

Tokelau is a 

dependency. New 

Zealand formally 

recognises the USA's 

sovereignty over 

Swains Island.[21][clarification 

needed] 

Taiwan 

 Republic of 

China 

 People's 

Republic of China 

The government of the 

People's Republic of 

China claims the entire 

island of Taiwan, as 

well as a number of 

minor islands, such 

as Penghu, Kinmen, 

and Matsu, that are 

controlled by the 

Republic of China). 

Parts of Three Pagodas Pass 
 Myanmar 

 Thailand 

 

Tiran and Sanafir Islands 
 Egypt 

 Saudi Arabia 

 

The islands of Ukatnyy, Zhestkyand Malyy 

Zhemchuzhnyy[22] 

 Russia 

 Kazakhstan 

 

Ungar-Too (Ungar-Tepa) mountain[23][24] 
 Uzbekistan 

 Kyrgyzstan 

 

Vozrozhdeniya Island (now apeninsula) 
 Kazakhstan 

 Uzbekistan 
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Wake Island[1]
 

 United States 

 Marshall 

Islands 
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